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FROM THE REGISTERS
Baptised into Christ
On 12 December at St Michael Winterbourne Steepleton
            Malia Rebecca Joy Woodmore
Hope of resurrection
On 3  December at Weymouth Crematorium
          Funeral Office for Joan White
On 8 December at Weymouth Crematorium
         Funeral Office for  Ruby Joan Clements Jeans

THE BENEFICE OF THE WINTERBOURNES
AND COMPTON VALENCE

Priest-in-Charge Canon Harold Stephens
(Team Rector of the Dorchester Benefice)

Team Vicar  Prebendary John Good
The Rectory, Martinstown DT2 9JZ Telephone 01305 889466

e-mail johngood.martinstown@hotmail. co. uk
The Parish of the Winterbournes
Each Parish Church retains its own local committees, but there is now a 
single Parochial Church Council for Abbas, Martinstown, and Steepleton
Churchwardens
Dick Corbett-Winder 889410 Bruce Robertson
John Crawford 889377  Martin Hartley 889239
PCC Hon. Secretary  Rosemary Duke 889555
PCC Hon. Treasurer  Bruce Robertson
The Parish of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Compton Valence
Churchwarden   Jeremy Russell  01308 482227
PCC Hon. Secretary  Tessa Russell   01308 482227

Any of the above can be approached in the first instance for 
Baptism, Marriage, Home Communion or just a visit. The Clergy would 
welcome being kept informed when people are ill or in distress, and have 
answer phones for you to leave a message.

If you want us to remember anything or anyone in the public 
prayer of the Church, we are glad to do this as long as the permission of 
the person involved is assured.

Harold and John usually take Thursday as a day-off
Normal Weekday Services are:-
       Monday-Friday    08.30-8.50 Morning Prayer at Martinstown
                              08.15  Most Fridays MP Winterbourne Abbas
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February 2011

If you have not seen “The King’s Speech” then its worthwhile finding 
the time. The film is an insight into the intimate story of “Bertie”,  
George VI, father of our present Queen. He is portrayed as an 
affectionate Father  loved by and loving of his two daughters;  victim of 
his elder brother’s bullying; a man deeply frustrated by his stammer and 
manifested in rage; a human being of enormous courage who as King,  
with his wife’s encouragement and determination and the commitment 
of his speech therapist,  faced  live broadcasts rather than delegate what 
he saw as his duty to others.      It is a film which will resonate with many 
who live with what others might call “impediment”  and reveals the 
compassion and understanding of the script-writer for those in the story.   
 
In the Bible, Jesus is recorded as “loosening the tongue” of a man 
unable to speak clearly.  His word “Be opened” is lived out quietly 
today in the lives of those around us – people who have learned to be 
themselves and to use their gifts notwithstanding their “impediments” .  
Some like King George and Winston Churchill have been well-known; 
there are others who have learned the goodness of God , and recognise 
signs of prayer subtly and delicately answered  not in the sense of an 
impediment removed, but an impediment put in its proper place. That 
in itself is a miracle.

                Good wishes,
   John
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SAINTS  IN THE VALLEY

The Winterbournes & Compton Valence Worship Committee, 
looking to  All Saints tide and the popular culture of Hallowe’en was 
prompted to engage in the challenge – how to celebrate All Saints 
without appearing kill-joy !  
  
It led to an eve-of-All Hallows’ service in Winterbourne Steepleton 
Parish Church with candles, incense , ikons, and singing to which 
families were invited to bring their carved pumpkins; these were lit 
and placed around a cross laid on the floor by children - we  stood 
holding hands to pray.   Children brought forward  ikons downloaded 
from the internet, displayed in perspex,  and placed them on the 
Altar.  Contemporary “saints” were chosen as well as the Patron 
Saints of the Parishes in our Benefice.  Some children chose to come 
in their Hallowe’en gear which they had worn at a Saturday evening 
community street party;  and it was good they felt comfortable rather 
than being made to feel uncomfortable.   

We saw this as a wider opportunity to work with our Church of 
England First School. With the year 3 and 4 teacher  Mrs Annie 
Burson, the children embarked on an art project.  It began with a 
specially requested whole-school assembly on All Saints’ Day.   
Visiting Sherborne Abbey and meeting John Coleman the 
Iconographer, he showed us his work, explained about paints and 
mixing egg and water , telling us about saints we had never heard of 
before.     In the days that followed the children drew their own ikons 
in school , learned to transfer the outline to hardboard which had 
been prepared in the parish, and to use their paints to write their 
ikons.   The results were stunning;  they were displayed in school and 
on Advent Sunday when, transferring Parish Eucharist to the 
evening, we invited children and parents to Porridge, Bacon butties 
etc and to advent  ring-making and other activities, whilst letting a 
wider constituency see the children’s achievement.    The School 
greatly encouraged parishioners with artist’s skills to work with the 
class, and for Clergy to come and see the progress each day. 
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CHRISTMAS
Notwithstanding the best laid plans, Christmas was peppered with 
uncertainty – the weather and treacherous road conditions which 
prevented the choir , organist and priest from being at Compton Valence 
for its annual Carol Service; sudden illness and a change in participants 
which affected the content of the Crib Services, and yet Carol and 
Christmas services  at all four churches were well attended.    It was 
especially gratifying to see so many at the Winterbourne Abbas Crib 
service . On Christmas morning at both Compton Valence and 
Martinstown goodly crowds braved ice, snow and bitter cold. 
The choir under Nigel Power’s direction sang excellently, adding to the 
familiar Christmas repertoire new music from the Royal School of 
Church Music which included “A Danish Carol” and “Love came down 
at Christmas”  Many of its members were able to give generous extra time 
to sing at Steepleton Manor and Park House.    At Martinstown flower 
arrangers met to design a co-ordinated decoration of the Church – with 
red candles and red flowers, their time and effort produced  a lovely and 
much admired display. All our churches had been carefully prepared for 
celebrating Christ’s birth 
 We were given Christmas trees at Abbas and Martinstown – thank you! 
– and the Crib at Martinstown was moved to an area with more space for 
children to gather round, and backed with blue and a Bethlehem star.  The 
Midnight Eucharist held a little earlier this year was at Steepleton – 
candles on the snow-covered path, and candles inside gave St Michael’s 
a special feel – and the music group playing for the service added to an 
intimate atmosphere. 

CHRISTINGLE
The Annual Christingle Service drew over fifty adults and twenty-five 
children to Martinstown in December.  Oranges, sweets, and candles 
were given – our thanks to the donor - and Christingles were prepared in 
school by the children of Winterbourne Valley First School (assisted by 
adults). At the service parents read the lesson and led prayers;   the 
collection was taken and presented at the Altar by children. There was a 
slight increase on the giving this year, especially welcome in these 
straightened times.  £117.23 some of which was Gift aided so a little more 
is to be added to the total.  Jan Trevett our local Secretary/Treasurer is 
grateful for your support.
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SHELTER
 The December coffee morning at 
the Rectory raised £205.65 to 
which was  added a further £250.  
Total £445.65   Thank you for 
much generosity in time, effort, 
and giving. We have received a 
letter thanking you.

SUNDAY READINGS FOR FEBRUARY

6th February     5th before Lent        Isaiah 58: 1 - 9a
     1 Corinthians 2: 1 - 12
     Matthew 5: 13 - 20

13th February   4th before Lent Deuteronomy 30: 15 - end
     1 Corinthians 3: 1 - 9
     Matthew 5: 21 - 37

20th February   3rd before Lent Leviticus 19: 1 - 2, 9 - 18
     1 Corinthians 3: 10 - 11, 16 -end
     John 3: 1 - 17

27th February    2nd before Lent Genesis 11: 1 - 2: 3
     Romans 8: 18 - 25

     Matthew 6: 25 - end

EMMAUS
Tuesdays . Rectory . 19.30
“ Three lives to inspire”
January 25      Paul
February  8     Scholastica
February 22    Polycarp

A QUIET PLACE
        to share worries, anxieties, fears, and joys ...for yourself or others
                • to talk in confidence
                    • to pray
                       • to experience the laying on of hands
                           • and anointing with oil
        Friday  18 February  10.00     Friday 18 March  10.00          Martinstown
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The Way Ahead
Jinga Cottage

Grove Hill
Martinstown DT2 9JP

Telephone 01305 889895 e-mail braidwood@braidwood.org.uk

February 2011

When I last went to print at the end of November the village 
website was liable to close. Happily we can all be grateful to John Elliott 
who has started a new website (see below). Although still under 
construction it already contains a wide range of useful information. Do 
remember that as before it depends on your contributions. Please note that 
the new website address does NOT contain a “www” like most websites. 

The very cold weather posed many challenges, not least by 
stopping children getting to meet Santa at the end of last term. Happily 
he turned up trumps by keeping the presents for a later date (see page 
14!). The cold has also delayed the snowdrop dates at Compton Valence 
(see page 15).

At the end of this issue is a very personal and interesting account 
of Dorset life in yesteryear by Stan Groves, linking Moonfleet and 
Martinstown.

Very recent news is that the village shop may shut down or look 
for new management. Possible plans are being considered and I hope 
there will be more news in the next issue.

Brian B.
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February Special Day

14th St Valentine's Day
 St. Valentine was a priest in Rome, and was condemned to death 
on February 14th 269 AD after it was discovered that he had been 
helping Christian martyrs and secretly marrying couples. The 
emperor Claudius II had prohibited men in his army to marry, as 
he felt their strength would be sapped!
 Before his execution St Valentine left a farewell note for the 
jailer's daughter, signed “From Your Valentine”', and so began 
the tradition of sending a card from a secret admirer.

PARISH DIARY
(For church services see back cover)

Date & Time & Event  For Venues see page
      Reference in brackets [XX]
LATE JANUARY 2011
30th 7.30pm Free film – Crocodile Dundee [5]

FEBRUARY
7th to 18th  Compton Valence display of Snowdrops (+teas etc. etc.!) 
[15] 
9th Afternoon WI Meeting
11th and 12th Martinstown PANTOMIME  [15]
26th 10am to 4pm Charity Marathon Open House at Stevens Farm 
Lodge [20]
27th 7.30pm Free Film – Barefoot in the Park [5]

EARLY MARCH
6th  Bath Half Marathon [20]

 Babes and Sucklings
A Prime Minister is so busy he doesn’t have time to think!
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WINTERBOURNE VALLEY CE VA FIRST SCHOOL PTFA

February 2011
Hello everyone

 If you read the last magazine you will  know that our last event 
of last year was the Christmas meal for the children.  Unfortunately, due 
to the heavy snowfall, school was closed on the last day of term and the 
meal couldn't take place.  There was much exchanging of phone calls on 
the morning as the turkey was already cooking and we were trying to 
work out what we would do.  In the end some of the turkey was sold and 
the rest was frozen so we could give the children a scaled-down meal 
during the first week back which they all seemed to enjoy.

   Fortunately Santa got through on his sleigh and had left his gifts 
for the children at the school.  Although the main meal didn't take place, 
much of the hard work had already taken place so I would like to give 
my thanks to Tessa Ferguson for all she did in the organising of food 
and volunteers.  Thanks also to all who were willing to give up their 
time even if they weren't needed in the end.

 Our next meeting hasn't yet taken place so details of future 
events will be confirmed in the March issue but Chocolate Bingo is 
definitely booked for the 25th March  in Martinstown Village Hall so 
keep your diaries clear.

 One point we will be discussing at the meeting is the threat to 
our lollipop lady, Mrs Atkins.  Although there is a lights controlled 
crossing outside the school it is set to give priority to traffic and children 
getting off the school bus have to use the crossing without parents.  On 
an almost daily basis cars can be seen to going through red lights at this 
crossing once Mrs Atkins has stepped back on the pavement.  The A35 
is a dangerous enough road for the children to contend with, without 
making the crossing of it more dangerous.  Hopefully we can work with 
the school, parish council and local organisations to make sure that this 
post is saved in all the cost cutting that is going on – we will keep you 
posted.

Lesley Lewis

Chairperson, Winterbourne Valley PTFA 01305 889134
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COMPTON VALENCE
CHURCH FLOWERS AND CLEANING ROTA

February
1st – 4th  Mrs Graham
5th – 18th   Rosalie Steel
19th – 28th NYK

Winterbourne Abbas Village Party
to celebrate Royal Wedding

Is there anyone out there interested in helping me 
organise a good old fashioned village party

in Winterbourne Abbas
to celebrate the Royal Wedding on April 29th?

If so, give me a ring on 01305 889611 - Joy Parsons
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February 2011
 Martinstown Guides would like to wish everyone a very Happy 
New Year and to give a BIG thank you to all who came along to support 
our Christmas Fair. We made £300. We hope everyone enjoyed 
themselves and look forward to meeting more of you at our Christmas 
Fair 2011.
 We are planning a trip to visit one of the Guiding World Centres 
in Switzerland in May 2012 so this year we plan to do lots of fund 
raising to give every member of our unit the opportunity to go. Our ideas 
include a Grand Prize Quiz, Tea at the Ritz, and an exciting new recipie 
book which will hopefully be released later in the year - watch this space 
for any further information. If anyone has any unique and innovative 
fund raising ideas that steer well clear of jumble sales and sponsored 
events we would welcome your ideas.
 We will shortly have 2 new girls joining us but have plenty of 
room for more - so if you have daughters, granddaughters or great 
grandaughters who are 10 years old and want to try something new 
please contact either Alison or Fiona - numbers at the bottom - we meet 
on Thursday evening 6.30-8pm at Martinstown Village Hall.

Yours in Guiding,
Alison Hallett 01305 813804 and Fiona Hooper 01305 261897
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February 2011

“Eat Yourself Well” was the title of the talk at the first meeting of the 
New Year (very appropriate after the excesses of Christmas!) when   
Mrs Abigail Langstone-Wring showed us the “Super Healing Nutrition 
Pyramid” – the basis of which is fresh vegetables and fruit and grains, 
cereals and pasta.  She also gave us the Immune System Booster Plan 
and told us of a number of traditional and herbal remedies for coughs 
and colds, and also for chronic conditions such as arthritis.

Please don’t forget that our next meeting on Wednesday 9th

February will be in the afternoon (this is to leave the hall free for a 
pantomime rehearsal in the evening).     We will be starting at 2.15 with 
a short business meeting when we need to consider the election of 
officers for next year’s Committee, followed by a talk from Mr 
Christopher McColl entitled “The Dad’s Army Story (TV Series)”.

Scrabble  - Thursday 3rd February at 1 Hardy Close
Angela Barrett
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THE VALLEY CLUB
We started the year with a talk in January on ‘Gardening for Wildlife’ 
from a member of the Poundbury Gardens team. In view of the weather 
over the Winter so far, this seems to be more appropriate than ever. 
With the heavy frost and snow the wildlife in the garden has struggled 
to survive so, with all the helpful hints and tips given to us, we can all 
do our utmost to help. 

We have no meeting in February but on Monday 21st March we will be 
holding our AGM at 7.20pm and then John Tweed, Chief Executive 
of the Weymouth & Portland Sailing Academy will be giving a talk on 
‘Olympics 2012’. With the Olympics now only 18 months away, John 
will be telling us about the facilities and arrangements for the sailing 
events, at what was the first Olympic venue to be ready. I’m sure lots of 
you will be interested in this talk so do come along on 21st March.

Many thanks to Graham Herbert who has organised the Martinstown 
website for the last few years. John Elliott has now kindly taken this on 
and, as Graham did, will continue to keep the website up to date with 
news from the villages. The Valley Club events will continue to be 
displayed on this site, so for forthcoming events do look at:-

 http://martinstownnews.webplus.net 

Pat Willetts Tel. 889597

CHESIL BEACH EVENTS IN FEBRUARY

Sat 5 Feb 14.00 West Fleet Walk Meet: at Abbotsbury Swannery 
car park This walk looks at one of the more secluded parts of the 
Fleet. £3 Adults £2 Children

Sun 20 Feb 13.30 Fossils at Ferybridge Meet at Crab House Café 
As the tide falls leaving the Fleet foreshore exposed, now is the 
perfect time to explore the seabed for fossils. £3 Adults £2 Children.

For further information about our walks please contact the Chesil 
Beach Centre 01305 760579, or visit our website 
www.chesilbeach.org.
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WINTERBORNE ST.MARTIN PARISH COUNCIL

22nd November 2010
During the democratic period the state of the bus lay-by at Mallards 
Green was brought to the Council attention. An action plan was 
developed and the required work undertaken by council members later 
on that week. Other issues around parking in the same area were 
discussed and the council will contact the police, Magna, and the 
highways authority in relation to this area and others in the village 
where there appears to be a problem.
The Chairman brought the threat of potential closure of the village 
web site to the attention of all present and stated that he was concerned 
as the web site was a fabulous village amenity not that all members 
used it. He was pursuing avenues in the hope that it would continue in 
one shape or another.
The precept for the village was set after a long discussion at 4500 
pounds, the same as the previous year so no increase for the coming 
year.
The date of the 2011 census was noted as 27th March, a report 
outlining how the stream should be managed was received and minor 
planning issues dealt with. 
The meeting finished at 20.43 and the date of the next meeting noted 
as 24th January 2011.

Patrick Jeffrey, Chairman
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POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT DATES
AND MEMBERS

We are looked after by our
Community Beat Officer Sandy Redford (PC178) assisted by

Sarah Pilcher (PCSO 5410)
On Wednesday 9th February  Sarah will be  at Stevens Farm 
shop from 1pm to 1.45pm - at Manor Grove Community Centre 
from 1.45pm to 2.30pm and on Thursday 10th at Coach & 
Horses from 11-12. 

All visits are subject to operational commitments.
 Your Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) members are 
Sandy and Sarah (both above) plus Sgt 1742 Steve Yeoman 

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE
News and events

ANN MATTHEWS Telephone 889248
FUN, EXCITEMENT, EXERCISE

WITH SHORT MAT BOWLING

The equipment can now be booked with the 
hall through Tessa Clark. So - why not get 

a group of friends together one day? 

BINGO ON FRIDAYS
4th  & 18th February

Please come along and bring a friend.

VILLAGE HALL BOOKINGS
The Booking Secretary is Tessa Clark

Telephone 889493
 (Please call between 9am and 8pm only)
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ARTSREACH

Martinstown Village Hall Sat 26th March @ 1930
Publick Transport present

"The Department of Smelling Pistakes"
Tickets from Kate Ellis on 01305 889535

£8 adult, £6 child and £25 family of 4 (max 2 adults)

Mining its trademark vein of absurdist humour and taking 
inspiration from writers such as Gogol, Publick Transport present a 
comedy set in a forgotten office deep within the bowels of a Russian 
governmental building. Two civil servants jostle for power, one a 
puffed up bureaucrat in search of a job description and the other an 
unidentified inspector, the purpose of whose visit remains 
frighteningly vague. Reluctant to commit to specific thought for fear 
of showing ignorance of the party line, they make idle conversation out 
of which is extrapolated the deepest meanings, while their attempts at 
political correctness only result in grammatical incorrectness.

I saw this show last summer when the company came to 
Weymouth College. If you enjoy The Goons, Hancock or Monty 
Python you should enjoy this. 

     Ann Salmon.

JUMBLE SALE
In aid of St Mary’s Church Winterbourne Abbas

Saturday 19th February 2 to -4pm
at Martinstown Village Hall

Please bring any contributions to the Village hall
between 11 & 12 noon the morning of the Sale.

Refreshments, Raffle, Bric a Brac etc
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Moonfleet and Martinstown
Memories of my Aunt Nell (Slade) 1874-1958

By Stan Groves

Aunt Nell was my father’s sister and I knew her as a charming lady with 
rosy cheeks and grey hair. My father told me, that in 1915 she was living  
at Moonfleet, married to Percy Slade from the Winterbourne Valley. He 
was a farm labourer and they lived in one of the cottages across the 
meadow from Moonfleet house west of Chickerell. Percy died in 1937 
aged only 55.
Charlie They were unable to have children, but when a sister-in-law died 
on Portland they gladly took on her child Charlie Groves who was only 
two or three years old.. They always called him ‘Our Boy’. When Charlie 
was five he went to Chickerell school and walked the two miles there and 
back each day. One of Charlie’s friends at school was Roy Elliot who 
later started his own haulage business and was well known in the area. 
Roy’s son Jim, who carried on the business, lives at Morn Lodge on the 
border of Chickerell and Fleet.
Move to Martinstown When Charlie was about eleven years old Aunt 
Nell and Percy moved to Martinstown for a short period, and then to No 
1 Dorchester Road, Steepleton, now Steepleton Pond. The cottage was on 
the main Dorchester/Bridport road with the Valley road at. the back. The 
cement radius wall at the front is still there to this day, with the gaps 
which led to each of the five cottages which have now gone. Unlike 
Chickerell, Charlie now only had to walk about two hundred yards up the 
road to his new school
My own childhood In 1948/49 whilst still at school I worked for an old 
man with a van delivering newspapers to Chickerell and Fleet which 
included Fleet cottages. It was in these very cottages, back in the early 
20s, that my uncle and aunt looked after my father recovering from being 
wounded and maimed in the Irish Republican “troubles”.
Visiting Aunt Nell From 1943 to 1953, about twice a month, always on 
a Sunday, I walked with my father from our home in Goldcroft, 
Weymouth to the King’s Statue on the seafront. Then we took a Royal 
Blue Bus, with a ladder up the back, for the lovely journey to 
Dorchester, then westwards across the top of Bradford Down leaving 
Compton Valence to the northwest. We would be met by Aunt Nell and 
her black and white terrier.           (Continued opposite)
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Aunt Nell’s Cottage When we went in there was a large open fireplace 
with chains and hooks hanging from under the chimney and always a 
kettle quietly steaming. Sometimes little bundles of lavender were pinned 
to the mantle shelf which I knew was to make the room smell nice. I 
remember a wide ‘besom’ broom next to large fire irons which were 
black, square and twisted. From the centre of the ceiling hung a paraffin 
brass lamp which could be moved up and down to be lit. There was 
another brass lamp on a table in the corner with a long flute glass which 
I knew was for reading or sewing.
 The door from the main room led to a small scullery/kitchen 
where a large enamel bowl stood on a long working top. A small 
cupboard attached to the wall held crockery. In the corner there were 
always two brass Primus stoves, I was told that these were only used 
occasionally. In the summer or in an emergency when the fire was out or 
when the chimney was being swept. These stoves always fascinated me 
and when I was older I started to collect them, At one time I had over 140 
of them from 8 different countries, from saucer size to dinner plate! One 
autumn day my father asked me to help him upstairs. There were two 
bedrooms and I remember having to go through one to get to the other. 
Aunt Nell had collected some meadowsweet from the roadside banks. It 
was rolled up in old newspapers and smelt like almond. After levering up 
some floor boards we removed last year’s supply and put in the fresh 
meadowsweet.
The garden In the garden stood a wooden "Privy" with V-shaped slots 
sawn in the top of the door. Inside I remember a big wooden box about 
four foot wide with two egg shaped holes one bigger than the other (for 
mother and child!). Next to the back door leading to the garden were two 
large jugs, I knew that they were left empty because Aunt Nell knew that 
we were coming and that I loved to fill them from a spring at the back of 
the garden. I can see it now in my mind’s eye, crystal clear, soft and 
silent. This spring was only a few yards from the Winterbourne stream 
which ran along the back at the other side of the hedge.
Learning It was during these visits to Aunt Nell that I learnt to tell the 
time. There was a large clock, half the size of a grandfather clock. It 
must have been broken because you could turn the hands with your 
fingers which made it easy for teaching and learning!

 (Continued over leaf)
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Royal British Legion (Abbotsbury & Portesham Branch)
February 2011

George E. Stokes (Formerly of Portesham)
It is with sorrow that we have to record the death of one of our eldest members, 
aged 92 years. In Portesham he was for some years the Church Warden at St 
Peter's. George will be sadly missed and our thoughts and prayers are with all 
his family.
At the Dorset County RBL Conference in January, our Branch was awarded 
the shield trophy for a second consecutive year, for the best recruiting record of 
a ‘small branch’.
Our next monthly meeting is at 2.30 pm on Thursday 17 February at Portesham 
Methodist Hall. Visitors welcome at £2.50 to include tea/coffee.
The Branch Annual Dinner will be held at 7.30p.m for 8 pm on Thursday 24 
March  at the Marquis of Granby, Chickerell. Cost £19 a head. Details in the 
Branch Newsletter.. Seat bookings and enquiries to Chairman John Perry tel. 
01305 871346.

The Moscow Ballet performance of is now completely booked.
Des Baker, Entertainments Chairman (01305 267617)

I also remember learning about the seasons. We always caught the same 
bus home yet sometimes it was light and at other times dark, I have 
always shown an interest in the seasons, autumn being my favourite, so 
my father explained things to me. These were magic days for me and I 
couldn’t wait for Sundays to come around! To this day whenever I go by 
I feel a strong sense of happy memories.
Neighbours I remember a Mrs Thorne next door and a Mrs Matthews 
over the road in some redbrick houses.
Second World War From 1942 until D-Day in 1944, American soldiers 
were billeted up the road and at the top of the hill towards Little Bredy. 
Many times I would sit with friends  on the radius wall at the front when 
we would be thrown chocolate and chewing gum from passing American 
army vehicles.
We will remember them I learned later that Charlie who had joined the 
Army as a Gunner in the Royal Artillery Field Regt., was killed in action 
in North Africa in 1944 aged 22 years. He was buried in the British 
Military cemetery at Santerno Valley in Italy, and is on the Roll of 
Honour in Steepleton Church. "Our Boy" is also remembered on the 
grave of Aunt Nell and Percy Slade in Martinstown graveyard northwest 
of the Church.

*******************
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